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FAYETTE COUNTY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MINUTES 
Of the June 8, 2026 

 Board of Directors Meeting  
 

Directors Present: Alan Brothers, Leo Wick, Cynthia Rodibaugh, Harvey Hayek  

Directors Absent: Mark Heinrich  

Others Present: David Van Dresar, General Manager; Wendi Labus, Assistant General 

Manager; Monique Norman, Legal Counsel; Paul Kirby, Daniel B. Stephens 

& Associates; Andy Behlen, Fayette County Record; Public: Elizabeth 

Parry, Dennis Gessaman, Deborah Frank, Jeff Cook, Amy Lochte, Ken 

Dernehl, Carmela Atwood, Dan Atwood, Jerry Moerbe, Michael Schlabach, 

Miranda Schlabach, Mrs. John Barer 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Brothers at 9:33 a.m., on June 8, 2026, at the Fayette County 

Agricultural Building Conference Room 104 located at 255 Svoboda Lane, in La Grange, Texas.  A quorum to 

conduct business was declared to be present.  

 

Mr. Brothers gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Brothers asked if there were any public comments.   

 Elizabeth Parry provided a letter to the board and read it aloud.  Ms. Parry asked the district to 

prioritize groundwater monitoring near potential sources of contamination. 

 Dennis Gessaman stated that he appreciates the board’s work and asked the board to consider 

public comments in their actions. 

 Carmela Atwood stated that air and water are life.  She asked the board to not let neglect or greed 

interfere with that. 

 Jerry Moerbe asked for proactive changes.  He stated that the board should increase tax rates, 

budget more for testing, use authority to enter LCRA property to test the water wells. He stated 

that the board has power to do more.  Mr. Moerbe also stated that financial audits were not 

available to the public.  He concluded that the GCD is the last hope for the public. 

Mr. Van Dresar rose and addressed the public stating that the groundwater conservation district manages 

production from the groundwater aquifers.  Mr. Van Dresar spoke on the district rules, state law, and that the 

district has secondary authority regarding water quality.  He discussed a testing project for those with concerns 

regarding contamination from the LCRA power plant and stated that the district is willing to conduct a study if 

15-20 well owners in the area of the power plant will contact the district office to be included in the project.  Mr. 

Van Dresar stated that the district attempted a similar study in 2012 and only 12 well owners agreed to participate.  

Mrs. Labus thanked Mr. Moerbe regarding finding an error on the district’s website regarding the budget and 

audits, and informed the attendees that the error has been corrected and all financial information is on the website.  

Mr. Van Dresar stated that all audits and all documents of the district are available at the district office for viewing, 

even if they are not posted online.  He told all present that the district office is open Monday through Friday from 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and that the public is welcome to come in or to contact the office for assistance. 

 

Minutes from the May 4, 2026 Board of Directors meeting and public hearing were presented by Mr. Van 

Dresar.  Mrs. Rodibaugh made the motion to approve both sets of minutes.  Mr. Hayek seconded the motion and 

the motion was approved. 

 

Mrs. Labus presented the May 2026 financial statement. Mr. Hayek made the motion to approve the financial 

statement and to pay the outstanding bills. Mr. Wick seconded the motion and it was approved.  
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Mr. Van Dresar presented a memorandum to the board of directors requested a budget amendment for the current 

fiscal year.  Mr. Van Dresar stated that, due to unanticipated increases in work for the GMA planning process, 

through additional meetings and modeling provided by the hydrologist, an additional $45,000 will be needed in 

the current budget to cover the remaining needs of the district.  Additionally, public notice postings for both 

GMAs and the upcoming election in November will cause the line item in the current to be overrun by $5,000.00.  

Mr. Van Dresar requested that $50,000.00 be transferred from the professional services fund to the current fiscal 

year budget to cover the increased expenses. After a brief discussion, Mrs. Rodibaugh made the motion to approve 

the budget amendment.  Mr. Heinrich seconded the motion and the motion was approved.  

 

Mr. Brothers asked for any discussion regarding desired future conditions.  Mr. Van Dresar stated that there 

were no actionable items. 

 

Mr. Van Dresar presented the District Manager’s report to the board:   

 

Complaints: 

 

No complaints received in the month of May.  

 

Meetings and Public Education: 

 

On May 26, Wendi and I attended a meeting of Round Top Real Estate employees, at their office in Round Top.  

15 people were in attendance.  Wendi and I discussed the new rules that were adopted on May 4 and their 

impacts.  Additionally, we talked about required paperwork, the improvements to our website, and answered 

questions from the attendees. 

 

On May 28, I was invited to speak to the Fayette County Commissioners Court regarding the districts new rules.  

30 people were in attendance at the meeting.  I provided the commissioners with a summary of the new rules 

and advised them on who the rules affect.  Questions were asked and the presentation was well received.  The 

County Judge thanked the district for their continued work in groundwater management. 

 

General Business 

 

1. Update on GMA 12 and GMA 15 

 

 As of May 31, we are still awaiting the proposed desired future conditions correspondence from 

GMA 12.  Once received, staff will post the proposed conditions and open a 90 day comment 

period. 

 

2. General Update 

o Nothing to report at this time. 

 

3. Update on Static Well Monitoring 

 On May 13, Paul and I performed site visits to eight static well sites to perform maintenance 

work.  Additionally, we attempted to identify additional sites for monitoring the Carrizo aquifer. 

 

4. Update on Permit Approval  

 One permit was approved in the month of May, being: 

o P-2026-004 to Anthony and Sharon Hass for 20 acre feet, to be used for irrigation on their 

property located on Petter Rainosek Loop. 
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5. Drought Conditions (see attachments) 

 As of June 2, Fayette County is in D2 (severe) drought conditions from central Fayette County 

spreading southwest and west to the Gonzales and Bastrop county lines respectively.  The 

remainder of the county is in D0 (abnormally dry) to D1 (Moderate) drought conditions.  Recent 

rains have improved conditions and this trend is likely for the coming few weeks. 

 Rainfall averaged 5.92 inches total for month.   Lake Fayette collected the most with 6.32 inches 

and the gauge at Buckner’s Creek collected the least with 5.50 inches.  

 

6. Update Legislature and News Articles  

 Nothing to report. 

 

7. Unsold Properties Update  

 There were no unsold properties processed. 
 

President Brothers asked for any applications for exception to consider.  There were none. 

 

Items were identified for the next meeting’s agenda. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Heinrich made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Rodibaugh seconded the 

motion.  Mr. Brothers adjourned the meeting at 10:29. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Brothers, President    Cynthia Rodibaugh, Secretary/Treasurer 


