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OURMISSION:

To provide for the conserva-
tion, preservation, protection,
recharge, and prevention of
waste of groundwater and of
groundwater reservoirs for
the people of Fayette County.

Fayette County Groundwater
News is a quarterly publica-
tion of the Fayette County
Groundwater Conservation
District.  Subscriptions are
free upon request.

The District offers free brochures
and information sheets concern-
ing many aspects of water con-
servation and protection. Just
drop by the office at the above
address during regular office
hours.

OUTDOOR WATER

CONSERVATION

Protect Your Water!

The Fayette County Ground-
water Conservation District is
conducting a well inventory
throughout Fayette County.
You can help by registering
your water well. This will
assist the District in estimat-
ing how much water the peo-
ple of Fayette County need,
now and for projected growth.
Forms can be found on the
District’s website or by calling
the District at (979) 968-3135.

According to the Texas State Water Plan,
Texas’ existing water sources will meet only 75%
of the projected water demand by the year 2050.
We MUST use our water resources more effi-
ciently or else we will experience more frequent
and severe water shortages, especially during
times of drought and/or hot summer conditions. In
the summer, nearly 50-80% of home water con-
sumption is used outside! Much of this precious
water is wasted thru inefficient landscape watering
practices. Learning to use water more efficiently
will not only save energy and money, but it will
help ensure the quality of life for future genera-
tions. Each and every one of us plays a vital role
in conserving our most precious resource....water.

Below are some great ways to cut back on
outdoor water consumption.

Landscape Watering:

Only water after the top 2" of the soil has
dried out. Check moisture by feel with a soil probe
or a screwdriver. Pay attention to visible signs of
stressed grass, such as curled leaf blades, foot-
print impressions that remain after walking on the
grass or the grass appears to have a dull green
color.

Water only during the cooler morning or eve-
ning hours. Watering on windy days or during the
hottest part of the day increases evaporation loss
by 60% or more!

Water properly once every five to seven days.
This will help the grass and shrubs develop
deeper roots. Over-watered turf will have a short
root system, thereby making it non-drought toler-
ant, but it can be trained to grow deeper roots by
slowly adjusting the frequency of watering to

longer periods
between wa-
terings.

Determine

how long you
should run

your sprinklers
by placing 3-5
emopty
straight-edged
cans at differ-
ent distances
away from the
sprinkler. Run
the sprinkler
for 15 minutes and measure the amount of water
collected in each can. Calculate an average water

(Photo courtesy of Texas Agricultural
Extension Service & Texas A&M Uni-
versity).

Mulch helps your soil retain
moisture (left). Many native
and well adapted flowers
can add brilliant color and
diversity to your landscape,
such as this Srawberry
Cactus (below). (Photo
Courtesy of Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation).

depth and determine
how long it will take to
apply 1” of water, which
will keep most Texas
grasses healthy in the
summer. Don't forget
to take into account
any rainfall received
since the last irrigation.
Avoid run-off on sloping areas by placing sprin-
klers near the top of the slope and apply water
slowly and intermittently.

Only water plants! Don't water the sidewalks
and driveways. Instead, use a broom to sweep
debris away. This can save up to 30 gallonsina5
minute period. Turn the hose off while you wash
your car! Only use water for rinsing.

Collect your rainwater. Funnel the water from
your gutters into a rain barrel and use it to water
your plants. Not only is rainwater free, but it's
better for your plants because it doesn’t contain
hard minerals.

Don't scalp your lawn! Taller grass holds
moisture better, encourages deeper roots and
makes it less susceptible to browning. Try to keep
grass 3’ tall during the warmer summer months,
but no more than 3” because it stresses the grass.

Don't bag your clippings! Mulched grass
breaks down fast and does not cause thatch
buildup in turf. The clippings will also help hold in
moisture, reduce evaporation, moderate tempera-
ture and give nutrients back to the lawn!

Design A Water Friendly Landscape:

Xeriscaping is a practice which has gained
popularity in recent years and involves planting
water-friendly, native and/or well-adapted flowers,
shrubs or trees.

Plant drought-tolerant grasses, such as ber-
muda, buffalo grass or zoysia.

Instead of grass, plant drought-tolerant
ground cover in areas that are narrow, slopping,
odd-shaped, small or close to pavement, as these
are all areas difficult to water without wasting.
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Group your plants into irrigation zones according to their wa-
tering requirements (hydrozoning) so you don’t overwater one kind
of plant or shrub in order to meet the watering needs of another.

Improve the quality of the soil. If your soil is rocky, sandy,
shallow, heavy clay or has little organic matter, it can be improved
by adding several inches of high quality loam soil and 2-3 inches
of organic matter such as compost or mulch. High quality soil
helps reduce the amount of irrigation required because it retains
and absorbs water better then sandy or clay soils.

Weed, weed, weed! Weeding is essential because weeds rob
viable plants of valuable water.

Use lots of mulch around your trees and young shrubs as this
will make them more tolerant to the unrelenting Texas heat. One
to three inches of mulch retains moisture longer then bare soail,
reduces run-off, helps control soil temperatures, aids in root devel-
opment, reduces
erosion, slows
weed growth,
prevents  soil
compaction and
beautifies  your
landscape.

Top dressing

your lawn with a
thin layer of com-

post acts as a

sensors to shut off the irrigation in the event of rain. Others use
tensiometers (devices which measure soil moisture) to determine
when to water. One major drawback of using sprinklers is that
they lose water to the atmosphere through evaporation. However,
they are often the only practical option for irrigating turf grass and
some types of ground covers. Water loss can be reduced by
practicing efficient watering techniques.

A more recent development and a more efficient method of
irrigation for non-turf areas is called “drip irrigation”. Drip systems
greatly reduce, if not eliminate, evaporation, impede weed growth,
and help to prevent diseases caused by over or under watering.
Soaker hoses are another good method of irrigation and are an
inexpensive alternative to installing a drip irrigation system.

Check your irrigation system. Make sure your irrigation system
has a multiple scheduling option, a rain-shut off device or sensor
and test func-
tions. Check for
malfunctioning
sprinkler  heads
regularly. Re-
move dirt or de-
bris that could be
clogging the noz-
zle and always
make sure they
are working at

mulch for your the proper pres-

lawn. It in- Quite a variety of sprinkler heads for in-ground systems are on the market ranging from large impact sure and not

creases organic driven sprinklers (above left) to the smaller spray sprinklers (above right). There are also many differ-  |eaking. Use

content and pro- ent _hose-end sprmklgrs available (below). (Photos courtesy of the National Xeriscape Council and The sprinklers that put

tects those shal- Environmental Protection Agency.) out big drops

low grass roots. instead of a fine mist that
evaporates.

Other Ways to Minimize Water Use:

Cover pools and spas when not in use to lessen evaporation.
In the summer, in Texas, a 30x15 foot pool can easily lose up to
1.5 inches of water a week which equals 1,800 gallons of water a
month!

Don’t backwash your pool or spa filter. Backwashing wastes
as much as 150 gallons of water so consider using cartridge type
filters, which do not require backwashing.

Turn off decorative fountains on windy days or during drought
conditions due to the amount of water lost to evaporation.

Install an irrigation system. Most people are familiar with
sprinkler systems, both portable and stationary. These systems
operate at high water pressure and generally deliver large vol-
umes of water in a relatively short time. In-ground sprinkler sys-

For more informa-
tion on what you can do to
conserve water, or to re-
ceive your free DVD on how
to Xeriscape your vyard,
please call or come by our
office during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday thru
Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

(Information  courtesy of
Texas Water Development
Board, Texas Agricultural
Extension Service and the

tems are more expensive than portable systems, but they are WaterWise Council of
more convenient to use. These systems may be controlled manu- Texas.)
ally or electronically. Irrigation systems can be designed with rain
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Visit us on the web at www.fayettecountygroundwater.com
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